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IACS Announces New Division

With the passage of the Students First Act, it has
become apparent that we need to position ourselves
to meet the unique needs of school start-ups, foster
the sustainability and growth of existing schools, and
continue providing comprehensive support to all our
schools as they navigate this new era of universal
school choice in Iowa.

To address these challenges effectively, IACS has
established a 501¢3 outreach branch dedicated to
meeting these needs. The “Iowa Association of
Christian Schools Foundation" will incorporate an
outreach director position and specialized resources
to ensure our efforts best meet the needs of new
schools and current IACS members. If you know of
anyone interested in starting a new school in Iowa,
please refer them to us!

Students First Act Update
Over 29,000 students applied for an ESA, far

exceeding expectations and demonstrating the desire
for a change in Iowa's educational landscape. The
application period opened May 31, and ended June
30. Applications continue to go through the approval
process. Final numbers and data will be released at a
later date.

Governor Kim Reynolds issued a press release earlier
this month and stated “I'be tremendons response from lowa
Sfamilies demonstrates there’s both a need and a strong desire for
school choice in our state,” said Governor Reynolds.
“Allowing parents to choose the education that’s best for their
children levels the playing field and creates equal opportunities
Jor Lowa’s students.”” Read the entire press release here.

IACS has remained committed to supporting our
member schools through ESA implementation weekly
cohort training calls, helping prepare and educate
school leaders as the process has rolled out. Schools
need to make sure they are quickly working through
the app to ensure parents are confirmed and invoiced.
We are proud of how our schools have responded. It
has been a challenging yet rewarding summer!

IACS Board Update

TACS welcomes Dan Zylstra to the board of
directors. Dan serves as the Head of Schools at Pella
Christian Schools. Prior to this role he served as a
music teacher, principal, and superintendent in
Northwest Indiana. He lives in Pella with his wife,
Lisa, and their four children. We look forward to
working with Dan to further Christian education!

Partner Spotlight - Dordt University

Dordt University is an accredited Christian liberal
arts university located in Sioux Center, lowa, "we're
on a mission to cultivate the next generation of

servant-leaders, who will saturate their relationships
and communities with the Gospel of Jesus Christ."
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http://www.iowachristianschools.org/services/
https://governor.iowa.gov/press-release/2023-07-06/iowas-students-first-education-savings-account-program-generates-more
https://www.dordt.edu/other-iacs-newsletter
https://www.dordt.edu/other-iacs-newsletter

IACS Board Of Directors

Dr. Josh Bowar - President
Sioux Center Christian School

Bill Meyer - Secretary
Trinity Lutheran School Davenport

Dr. Tim Van Soelen - Treasurer
Dordt University

Wayne Dykstra
Unity Christian High School

Cade Lambert
Des Moines Christian School

Cory Emily
Mt. Olive Lutheran School

Amy Rush
Tri-State Christian School

Dan Zylstra
Pella Christian Schools

IACS Team

Lydia Quick - Executive Director
lydia@iowachristianschools.org

Eric Goranson - Lobbyist
Goranson Consulting, Inc.

Contact Us

Towa Association of Christian Schools

PO Box 12028
Des Moines, lowa 50312
info@iowachristianschools.or:

www.iowachristianschools.org
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Sponsors and Partners

Thank you to the following organizations who support
IACS. We are grateful for meaningful partnerships as
we continue our mission to strengthen, grow, and
advocate for Christian schools in Towa.

EdChoice

AFC

Iowa ACE

Dordt University
CACE

ACSI

CSI

American Church Group
PEI
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